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All printing of the RSL newsletter is courtesy of Josh Bull Member for Sunbury 
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It’s always good to know what is  

happening in the big world 

Some nice words from 

Hume 

FROM THE GENERAL MEETING  

11/6/19 

As always our bank accounts are 

healthy 

Thanks to John Welsh for sorting our 

TV it now gets the ABC and the remote 

has new batteries. 

The split systems in the meeting room 

will be replaced, they are 17 years old, 

so I think they have past their use by 

date 

The next meeting will be 8/7/19  

you are welcome. 



6 

Jan Foundation Day is re-named Australia Day 

Mar Australian National Airways DC-3 aircraft crash

 es near Hobart, killing 25 people. 

Apr. Weekly magazine “The Australian” becomes  “

 the Post” 

May At least 800 Aboriginal pastoral workers walk 

 off the job in NW Western Aust. Starting one of 

 the longest Industrial strikes in Australia. 

June The ABC makes the first national broadcast of a 

 federal Parliamentary debate. 

July Orange, NSW is proclaimed a city. 

Sep. Trans Australia Airlines makes its first flight. 

 A federal Election is held.  The Aust Labor  

 Party, andBen Chifley are returned to power. 

Dec The United Nations grants Australia trusteeship 

 of Territory of New Guinea and Territory of 

 Papua. 

 

 

 

Russia wins Melbourne 

Cup 
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Josh & Jasmine, 

 

 Baby Cleo Elizabeth will change your life in ways you 

never expected. 

 

Congratulations from all of us  

@ Sunbury RSL 
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It has appeared on stamps and been featured in an 

Olympic ceremony, inspired works of fine 

art and comedic spoofs. This seemingly simple in-

vention, the Hills Rotary Hoist (or simply “Hills 

Hoist”), is a fixture of the classic Australian Dream: a 

house on a quarter-acre lot with a big backyard, in-

complete without a particular type of rotating 

clothesline.  

The Hills Hoist was developed in Adelaide, South 

Australia by World War II veteran Lance Hill in 1945. 

As the story goes: Hill got home from the war and 

realized his backyard was getting crowded, so he 

designed and built a rotary clothesline from some 

old pipe.  

The line could also be hoisted up to catch breezes 

after being loaded with wet laundry. It wasn’t the 

first of its kind, but it became a household name, 

well-timed to take off in an era of post-war growth.  

The device went on to become an icon of the coun-

try over the decades and is listed as a National 

Treasure by the National Library of Australia. 

The National Museum of Australia also had a Hills 

Hoist on display for a time.  

https://youtu.be/ycpijYPuO0I?t=1h13m28s
https://youtu.be/ycpijYPuO0I?t=1h13m28s
http://cdn.newsapi.com.au/image/v1/4b2ccb77db6f98262669947fc55137cf?width=650
http://cdn.newsapi.com.au/image/v1/4b2ccb77db6f98262669947fc55137cf?width=650
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBCsNgSnMJQ
http://www.theherald.com.au/story/4454771/hung-out-to-dry-on-an-iconic-hills-hoist-photos-video/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Library_of_Australia
http://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/nation/suburbia
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 Sunbury Railway Station Precinct 

 

Original construction: 1859-1910: Water Towers, 
1861, 1887; Station buildings, footbridge and Station 
Masters Residence 1910; Street Trees 1911: Station 
Renovation 1993, Major development of station 
2004. 

 

Statement of Significance: 

The Sunbury Railway precinct is of historical signif-
icance as the scene of the grand opening of the first 
stage of Victoria’s first government railway in 1859. 
Comments made by Governor Barkly at this opening 
provoked the Victorian labour movement to its first 
attempt to found its own political party. As the ter-
minus of the first stage of the Melbourne to Echuca 
railway, Sunbury probably became Victoria’s first 
country, or inland, destination for mass excursions 
by city dwellers. The line, which continued on to the 
Bendigo goldfields and then brought the Riverina 
wool trade to the port of Melbourne, became known 
as “The Main Line” of the Victoria Railways system. 
It was the greatest public work in Australia up to that 
time, and with the Geelong-Ballarat railway, was 
built at high cost to an engineering standard never 
again attempted. 

 

The key structures of the station precinct are also of 
architectural and engineering significance. The sta-
tion building (1910), one of the best examples of its 
style, featuring several distinctive design details, 
most notably the internal and external pressed metal. 
It is enhanced by associated structures, especially the 
footbridge and the down passenger buildings, and 
also the van goods shed, an early bluestone platform, 
and other contemporary structures. The two promi-
nent water- towers (1861) and 1887) are also signifi-
cant in their own right. This is the only instance in 
Victoria in which the two major nineteenth century 
styles of water-tower design are located together at a 
station. They demonstrate the development of archi-
tecture over several decades, and the position of 
Sunbury at the start of the climb over the Great Di-
viding Range. 

 

To the north, the original Macedon Road Bridge, one 
of the earliest roads over rail bridges in Victoria, ter-

minates the view from the station. The precinct is al-
so of local significance as a key historical precinct in 
the Sunbury town centre. Its streetscape orientation 
emphasises the place of the railway at the core of the 
town’s social  

And economic history. The station architecture pro-
vides a dignified terminus to the Brook Street vista. 
This impression is reinforced by the impressive ave-
nue of Brook Street elm tree, specifically planted to 
complement the station, and the former station 
master’s residence which flanks it. It is further 
strengthened by the concentration of the town facili-
ties including the post office, and shops, at the sta-
tion precinct. 

 

Description: 

 

The Sunbury Railway Station Precinct, comprising:- 
main station buildings, (up and down platforms); 
platforms and platform outbuildings; footbridge; sta-
tion mater’s residence in (Brook Street); Brook Street 
plantation; hand-operated points; and semaphore sig-
nals at the Melbourne end.  

It also includes structures of individualsignificance 
which have also been identified separately, they in-
clude, the two water towers; Macedon Road Bridge 

and the station master’s residence.ation precinct.  
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Interesting to note that Riddell Road started at Horne 
Street and Macedon Street started at Evans Street, 
leaving the road between Horne and Evans Street in 
no man’s land. This land was owned by the Victorian 
Railways.  

A 1988 railway heritage survey reiterated that the 
Sunbury station is an earlier and more richly detailed 
version of the Gisborne style, comparing with Mace-
don, Golden Point, and Ripponlea. It is the biggest, 
best and most complete example of an Edwardian 
timber station in country Victoria. The report recom-
mended that both the Sunbury station and foot-
bridge be added to the state Register of Government 
Buildings. Toilets, the roof and chimneys, and some 
internal forms and detailing of the main station have 
been lost as a result of recent refurbishment. Howev-
er most of the significant elements of the complex 
have been retained, and painting and landscaping 
have lifted and restored its image. The water towers, 
major contributory elements of the complex, had 
their inclusion in the Register confirmed. The pre-
cinct extends to the original Macedon Road Bridge in 
the north, one of the earliest road-rail bridges in Vic-
toria, which terminates the view from the station.  
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Long Tan Dinner Dance Fr iday 16th Au-
gust 2019 at the Melton Country Club. 

We will be conducting a service for  Vietnam 
Veterans Remembrance day on Saturday the 
17th August 2019 at 10 a.m. at the Memorial 
Precinct on High Street. 

Vietnam Veterans Remembrance Day Sun-
day 18th August 2019. We will be going into 
the Shrine of Remembrance for this day. A bus 
will be provided. Contact your Secretary if 
you wish to attend. More details later. 

Lunch at Galli Restaurant Thursday 17th 
October 2019. 

Melbour ne Cup Day 5th November 2019 at 
the Vietnam Veterans House. $5 entry fee. 

Remembrance Day Monday 11th Novem-
ber 2019 10.30 a.m. at the Memorial precinct 
High Street Melton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Xmas party Sunday 1st December 
2019 

Xmas Dinner Dance Satur day 7th Decem-
ber 2019 at the Melton County Club. 

 

Contact your Secretary or Treasurer to make a 

booking to attend any of these events 
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Valentine's Day:  Just booked a table for Valentine's 

Day for me and the wife. Bound to end in tears 

though; she's lousy at snooker.  

 

Got a new Jack Russell pup today. He's mainly black 

and brown with just a small white area. I've called 

him England.  
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IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THE SUNBURY RSL HAS UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ABOUT YOU 
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EMMA WHITE 

Branch Manager Telephone: 97409500 

Mobile:0413208028  

Café 

   Circe 
109 Oshanassy St, Sunbury, Victoria 3429, Australia 

Ph:97404448 


